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Dear Parents, Teachers and Community Members, 

 

I wanted to take a moment to provide an update on the recent decisions taken at the August 25, 

2015 Board Meeting: 

 

 The Board of Directors approved a three-year lease to purchase new telephones for the 

entire District.  The District is fully committed to ensuring that all technologies are 

current and remain current. As you may be aware we’ve been carefully studying the 

phone systems and phone bills and have been upgrading our outdated system, serves and 

phones that have failed this summer. We are pleased to report the new system will not 

only provide new equipment for each building, but also save about $1,000 per 

month in our district-wide phone bills.  We anticipate that the phones will be onsite 

within ten to fourteen days. This is an estimate and we recognize that shipping may result 

in delays. In the interim, each building has new phones and new numbers in the offices, 

principal offices, and guidance offices. The new, temporary, phone number is listed on 

the website of each school.  Our old numbers will become functional again once we 

receive the new equipment.  We will send out notification once that occurs. Because 

student safety is always a priority, we are making sure that each classroom is 

equipped with working technology that can signal the office in an emergency and 

that we have someone closely monitoring all incoming messages. In addition, we will 

be using hand held walkie talkies for additional communication until the new 

phones arrive.  Each principal will be reviewing the plan for notifying the office of 

emergencies while we install new phones. 

 The Board of Directors approved an agreement with IXP Corporation to design new 

video surveillance plans for each building in the District.  Our video cameras are a part of 

the District technology that was sorely outdated.  The design will allow for appropriate 

video surveillance coverage in each building.    

 The Board approved a one year contract with Apex Learning Digital Curriculum 

Solutions.  Apex will provide the online curriculum to students enrolled in the Coatesville 

Area School District Cyber School and to students enrolled in Turning Points.  

 The Board of Directors approved an onsite Doctoral program in conjunction with 

Immaculata University.  The program will be open to employees in the District and to 

employees in neighboring school districts who wish to pursue doctoral studies in 

educational leadership. Employees will be able to take courses right here in our school 

buildings, after regular school hours. 
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Additional Updates: 

 

 I also want to take this opportunity to inform everyone that EBS, who was recently 

approved to provide therapy services for students, is fully staffed and ready to begin 

work with students.   

 I was informed on Wednesday that our newly appointed assistant principal Mrs. Gee, 

would be resigning her position for personal reasons.  In light of this recent 

resignation, it will be necessary to name an "interim assistant principal" while post for 

the position and interview other candidates. In the immediate, it is important that we 

have stability and someone in place from day one of the school year, and that the 

person serve as an interim for the entire school year.  As such, I am pleased to 

announce that we will be recommending Dr. Itasha Douglas as the new interim 

assistant principal of Scott Middle School. Many of you may know Dr. Douglas as 

she joined the staff at Scott Middle School last year as a teacher of World 

Language.   Dr. Douglas holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in History, with a minor in 

Spanish.  She holds a Master of Arts degree from West Chester University, and a 

Doctorate of Philosophy in Educational Administration from Capella University.  We 

look forward to watching Dr. Douglas continue to work in our Community, and 

welcome her in this new role as the interim assistant principal of Scott Middle 

School.  

As always, we thank you for your continued support as we work to continue moving forward. 

Best Regards, 

Cathy 

Dr. Cathy L. Taschner 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

 

 


